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Weapons 

Policy: 
 
Purpose: This is the University weapons policy. The policy lists a number of items that may be 

classified as weapons. 
 
In accordance with the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning Policies and Bylaws 
1106—Firearms policy, Alcorn State University prohibits the possession of pistols, firearms or other 
weapons in any form by any person other than duly authorized law enforcement officials, institutional 
security officials and other authorized persons regardless of whether such person possesses a valid permit 
to carry such pistols, firearms or weapons. Also, section 97-37-17 of the Mississippi Code 1972 makes it 
a felony for any student to possess or carry, whether openly or concealed any firearm on University 
property. Students found in possession of a weapon may be subject to arrest and confiscation of the 
weapon. Additionally, students shall immediately be suspended from classes pending a disciplinary 
hearing. A student who wishes to have access to a weapon for hunting or other legal purposes must make 
arrangements to store the weapon with the University Police Department. A person who is not a student, 
but is on Alcorn State University’s property may possess, openly or concealed, any gun, rifle, pistol, bow, 
cross bow or other firearm if the firearm is in motor vehicle and the person does not brandish, exhibit or 
display the firearm in any careless, angry or threatening manner. 
 
A weapon is any dangerous instrument if it is used, attempted or threatened to be used, or is readily 
capable of being used to cause death or serious physical injury. It shall be a felony for a student to possess 
or carry, whether openly or concealed any gun, rifle, pistol or other firearm of any kind, or any dynamite 
cartridge, bomb, mace, grenade, mine, or powerful explosive on educational property. It shall be a 
misdemeanor for a student to possess or carry, whether openly or concealed, any BB gun, air rifle, air 
pistol, bowie knife, dirk, dagger, slingshot, leaded cane, switchblade knife, blackjack, metallic knuckles, 
razor and razor blades (except solely for personal shaving), and any sharp-pointed or edged instrument 
except instructional supplies, unaltered nail files and clips and tools used solely for preparation of food, 
instruction and maintenance on educational property. 
Failure to comply with University policy or state law may subject one to criminal liability, removal from 
campus or campus events or facilities, and/or disciplinary sanctions under the University conduct system. 

  
 

Disclaimer:  This policy is subject to change, without notice, in order to comply with administrative and 
                             regulatory requirements. 


