
For the third year, the Office of 
Global Programs is pleased to 
have two Fulbright Foreign 
Language Teaching Assistants 
(FLTAs) at Alcorn State Univer-
sity offering Chinese and Arabic 
language classes to students, 
faculty, and staff.   
  
Jia (Jenny) Wu, who teaches 
Chinese, is from Xi’an in 
Shaanxi Province, China.  She 
finished her graduate studies at 
Beijing Foreign Studies Univer-
sity in China and her favorite 
subject is linguistics.  She 
learned English in school as a 
child and chose to become an 
FLTA to share the Chinese cul-
ture and language with Ameri-
cans.  Jenny thinks Alcorn is a 
unique place and is very differ-
ent from other places she has 
visited in the past. She treasures 
what she has here and finds the 

people are very friendly. Jenny 
likes travelling and outdoor 
activities, like mountain climb-
ing and biking. 
  
Oussama Laifi, the Arabic 
FLTA, is from Sidi Bouzid, 
Tunisia.  He received his mas-
ter’s degree in 2012 from the 
Faculty of Arts and Humanities 
in La Manouba, Tunisia. Ous-
sama‘s father is the principal of 
an elementary school and his 
mother is a homemaker.  He 
enjoys participating in work-
shops and is very interested in 
music and art.  This is his first 
visit to the United States, and 
he would like to visit other U.S. 
cities before he returns to Tuni-
sia.  
 
Please join us in welcoming Jia 
and Oussama to the U.S. and to 
the Alcorn family. 

Jia (Jenny) Wu, the Chinese Ful-
bright FLTA (top) and Oussama 
Laifi, the Arabic Fulbright FLTA 
(bottom). 

New Fulbright FLTAs Welcomed To Alcorn 

In August 2013, the Office of 
Global Programs welcomed new 
staff member, Jeffrey Johnson. 
Jeff is filling the newly-formed 
position of translator and Eng-
lish as a Second Language (ESL) 
instructor.   
 
Jeff was born and raised in 
Greenwood, Mississippi. He 
became interested in computers 
at a very early age and he taught 
himself computer programming 
as a teen. Years later, he worked 
as a programmer for a company 
in Atlanta, Georgia. However, 
he lost that job due to a bad 

economy and he could not find 
a professional job, because he 
had no college degree. At that 
time, he had some very kind 
Hispanic neighbors who helped 
him make it through the hard 
times. Jeff began to take an in-
terest in Hispanic culture and 
the Spanish language. He also 
travelled to Mexico many times. 
He eventually learned to speak 
enough Spanish to assist the 
local Hispanic communities as 
a translator. He then earned his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Eng-
lish literature from Mississippi 
Valley State University. Jeff later 

earned his teaching English as a 
foreign language certificate. He 
is now happy to be a member of 
the staff at Alcorn State Univer-
sity, Office of Global Programs, 
where he has the opportunity to 
develop a program to teach 
English to those who so desper-
ately need it. 
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Coming in February 2014 
 

 U.N. Lecture Series Event will be 
given by a  diplomat from the 
U.S. Department of State and a 
representative from the U.N.   
Further details will be provided 
in January, 2014. 

 
 Screening of “Otelo Burning,” a 

2011 film about apartheid in 
South Africa.  A coming-of-age 
story set against the backdrop 
of Nelson Mandela's release 
from prison, it's a story of the 
explosive potential for change at 
the time of apartheid's end - all 
seen through a child's eye.  
More details will be given in 
January, 2014. 
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Alcorn is delighted to host two 
Liberian students for the 2013-
2014 academic year.  They are 
Malah Dahn, a freshman major-
ing in agriculture, and Victor 
Flomo, a graduate student in 
the Workforce Education Lead-
ership program. 
 
Malah Dahn, a native of Nimba 
County, graduated in 2011 
from William V.S. Tubman 
Gray High School, where her 
favorite subject was algebra.  
She welcomed the opportunity 
to come to Alcorn to learn new 
things.  She learned English by 
reading and frequently speaking 
it with her friends and teachers 
in high school.  She comes 
from a small family who is not 
highly educated and farming is 
their main occupation.  Malah 
enjoys being at Alcorn and she 
noticed that sports plays a ma-
jor role in the university life.  
Malah said people here are very 

friendly.  “I made new friends 
at Alcorn.”  She would like to 
complete her bachelor’s degree 
at Alcorn.  Malah’s hobbies are 
reading and playing soccer.  
This is her first trip to the 
United States and she wants to 
visit other places in the U.S., 
especially Washington D.C.  
 
Victor Flomo comes from the 
city of Gbarnga in Bong 
County.  He graduated from 
Doloken Gboveh High School 
and his favorite subject was 
history.  Victor was given the 
opportunity to attend Alcorn 
when Alcorn’s president, Dr.  
M. Christopher Brown  II, ex-
tended an invitation to Liberian 
Ambassador Jeremiah C. Su-
lunteh to allow two students to 
come study at Alcorn State Uni-
versity.  “I am grateful to be 
selected as one of the beneficiar-
ies of the two scholarships,” 
stated Victor.  He learned Eng-

lish in school.   His family 
speaks Kpelle, which is in the 
Mande language family. The 
Kpelle tribe is the largest tribe 
in Liberia and they are located 
primarily in central Liberia.  
Victor feels that Alcorn is the 
place to be.  It provides an envi-
ronment conducive to learning 
and enables students to interact 
with one another freely.  Victor 
would like to attend Alcorn for 
two more years to finish his 
master’s degree.  He enjoys foot-
ball games and social interac-
tions with the other students.  
This is his first time visiting the 
U.S.   
 
Let’s give Malah and Victor a 
warm Alcorn welcome and 
make them feel a part of the 
Alcorn family! 

Liberian Students Attend Alcorn 

Genuina (Nina) Dalberto (top) 
and Thomas Junqueira  
(bottom), students from Brazil 
attending Alcorn in 2013-2014 
academic year.  

Malah Dahn (top) and Victor 

Flomo (bottom) from Liberia 

received scholarships to attend 

Alcorn for 2013-2014 year. 

large store that sells goods to 
Brazilian farmers and ranchers.  
She enjoys working with ani-
mals, exercising and spending 
time with her friends. She is  
also a talented singer.  Nina was 
struck by how beautiful the 
Alcorn campus is and how 
friendly and helpful the Alcorn 
community has been.  She 
would like to tell the Alcorn 
students that having an interna-
tional friend can help them 
learn about another culture, 
master another language, and 
get a new perspective on things, 
and also, in the future, have a 
friend to visit and a place to 
stay while in another country. 
 
Thomas Junqueira is a junior, 
majoring in Forestry.  He is a 
native of Lavras, in Minas 
Gerais.  He graduated from 

high school in 2008 and his 
favorite subject was math.  He 
learned English in high school.  
He comes from a small family 
and has an older brother.  He 
enjoys working out and playing 
soccer.  He thinks Alcorn is a 
great college and the students 
here are very friendly.  He has 
made some good friends.  This 
is his first visit to the U.S. and 
he has only been to Mississippi.  
He would like to visit Florida, 
New Orleans, San Francisco, 
New York and Chicago. 
 
Please show them some of our 
famous Southern hospitality 
and make them feel at home! 

Alcorn Gets New Students from Brazil 
This fall, Alcorn welcomed two 
students from Brazil.  The stu-
dents came through the Brazil-
ian Scientific Mobility Program, 
formerly known as the Brazilian 
Science Without Borders Pro-
gram.  The two students, Genu-
ina (Nina) Dalberto and 
Thomaz Junqueira, are enrolled 
in classes for the 2013-2014 
academic year. 
 
Nina is a junior majoring in 
veterinary medicine at 
Faculdade de Itapiranga (FAI) 
in Itapiranga, Santa Catarina 
and she comes from Palmeira 
das Missoes, Rio Grande Do 
Sul.  Nina graduated from high 
school in 2003.  She was en-
couraged to learn English in 
school by her parents.  She 
comes from a loving family and 
her parents own and work in a 
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IMSO Active with Workshops and Events 

Child Development Class Multicultural Event 

United Nations Lecture - Keeping The Peace 

Tony Innouvong (top, standing) 
presents about Laos at the 
“Legacies of War” IMSO work-
shop.  Nina Dalberto (bottom) 
sings during the CRAVE Brazil-
ian! Dinner. 

The International and Multicul-
tural Student Organization 
(IMSO) has been very busy 
since the beginning of the Fall 
2013 semester.  Under the lead-
ership of newly-elected President 
Tony Innouvong, an MBA stu-
dent, IMSO is enjoying a re-
newed vitality that is helping to 
inform Alcorn students of is-
sues of international impor-
tance. 
 

Their first workshop, “Legacies 
of War”, was presented on Oc-
tober 23, 2013, by Tony Innou-
vong.  Discussions focused on  

the bombings in Laos during 
the Vietnam War era.  Over 2 
million tons of ordnance were 
dropped on Laos over a nine-
year period, leaving Laos the 
most heavily bombed country 
in the world per capita.  Much 
of that ordnance still remains 
in Laos, posing great danger to 
the residents.  Information on 
how others can help clean up 
Laos was also given. 
 

On October 29, IMSO in part-
nership with Sodexo, presented 
CRAVE Brazilian! in the Gold 
Room of the Dr. Clinton Bris-

tow Jr. Dining Facility.  The 
menu of Brazilian food in-
cluded curry, chimichurri, 
grilled fruits, mustard greens, 
grilled meats and more.  In 
addition to the exotic menu, the 
diners were entertained by Nina 
Dalberto, an exchange student 
from Brazil attending Alcorn 
this year.  She presented a selec-
tion of Brazilian songs. 
   
IMSO has several workshops 
and other events planned for 
the near future.  Keep a lookout 
for details on these upcoming 
activities. 

Staff Committee (MSC) at the 
US Mission to the United Na-
tions in New York City.  MSC 
advises the US permanent repre-
sentative and the staff of the 
United States Mission to the 
United Nations on military and 
security aspects of UN peace-
keeping operations. 
.   
Sgt. Smith gave a comprehen-
sive look at the United Nations 
Department of Peacekeeping 
Operations (DPKO), including 
the organizational structure, key 
players and its functions.  In 
general, DPKO provides politi-

cal and executive direction to 
U.N. peacekeeping operations 
around the world and works to 
integrate the efforts of the UN, 
governmental and non-
governmental entities in the 
context of peacekeeping opera-
tions.   
 

DPKO also provides guidance 
and support on military, police 
and other relevant issues to 
other U.N. political and peace-
keeping missions. The U.S. cur-
rently funds about 28% of the 
DPKO’s budget, but sends no 
troops. 

On October 17, Alcorn and the 
Humpty Dumpty Institute 
Higher Education Alliance 
sponsored a United Nations 
(UN) Lecture Series event enti-
tled UN Peacekeeping Challenges 
- Supporting the Peace.  This is 
the first installment in a series 
of lectures related to the work-
ings of the United Nations to 
be given at Alcorn during the 
2013-2014 academic year. 
 

This lecture was presented by 
Sgt. First Class Caesar Smith Jr.  
who is presently the Chief of 
Operations for the Military 

and the aromas of various inter-
national foods filled the air.   
 

A team from the Department of 
Fine Arts under the direction of 
Ms. Kimberly Washington, a 
student and coordinator for 
Band operations in Fine Arts, 
performed a dance to a fusion 
of music and movements drawn 
from various countries. Interna-
tional and multicultural stu-
dents Tony Innouvong, Caro-
line Mensah, and Sumeera 
Kamil, a student  from India, 

In October, the child develop-
ment class CD353 taught by Dr. 
Martha Ravola, associate profes-
sor in Human Sciences, held a 
multicultural event entitled 
Taste of Culture.  The program 
lasted about two hours and 
included a variety of events.  
 

The cultures of seven countries 
were depicted through displays 
and food samples.  The room 
was vibrant with the colors of 
rich attires worn by many, the 
buzzing of different languages, 

shared information about their 
cultures.  Mrs. Satya Sreedevi 
Redla from the Department of 
Mathematics gave guidance to 
CD student, Ms. Shalonda 
Brinkley, by helping her gather 
information and material, to set 
up the display for India, and to 
translate the meaning of each 
display item and its significance 
in traditional Indian culture.  
Dr. Yan Meng from the Center 
of Biotechnology and Genomics 
provided the same to the stu-
dent representative from China. 
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“The US currently 
funds 28% of the 
DPKO’s budget, but 
sends no troops.” 

Sgt. 1st Class Caesar Smith Jr. 
during his lecture on UN peace-
keeping challenges. 

Attendees look over the ex-
hibits during the Multicul-
tural Event, Taste of Cul-
ture. 

Over 100 people from the Alcorn 
community attended the event. 
The event was lots of fun and a 
huge success. 



 There have been a number of 
internationally-related events 
and activities since the begin-
ning of the Fall 2013 semester.  
Here are just a few of them: 

The International and Multi-
cultural Students Organiza-
tion (IMSO) had a workshop 

on November 6, entitled Ori-
entalism, Islam and Misrepre-
sentation which was presented 
by Oussama Laifi, the 2013-
2014 Arabic FLTA from Tuni-
sia.  This workshop gave peo-
ple a better understanding of 
Muslims and the Islam relig-
ion beyond what is depicted 
in popular media. 

 IMSO also held a hands-on 

 Planning to Study Abroad next 
year?  Here are some dates to 
remember: 

The Benjamin Gilman Schol-
arship online application for 
Study Abroad in Fall 2014 
will open mid-January 2014, 
and the deadline for submis-
sion will be March 4, 2014.  
The application is open to 
U.S. undergraduates who are 
receiving a Pell Grant.  Visit 
the OGP to apply. 

The Boren Scholarship for 
undergraduates application is 
due online February 5, 2014.  
The Alcorn deadline is Janu-
ary 22, 2014.  

 
 

workshop on November 20, 
on Origami, the Japanese art 
of paper folding.  The work-
shop was conducted by Au-
brey Wright, a freshman in 
history.  The participants 
made a swan, a balloon and a 
crane out of paper. 

Malah Dahn, a junior in the 
Department of Agriculture 
from Liberia, gave a presenta-
tion on her country during 
the child development 
(CD353) multicultural event 

Taste of Culture.  She talked 
about secret societies in Libe-
ria for both boys and girls 
that teach them how to be 
good husbands and wives in 
the future.  

International Notes 

Oussama Laifi, the Arabic 
FLTA from Tunisia, giving a 
workshop on “Orientalism, 
Islam and Misrepresentation” at 
OGP on November 6, 2013. 

The mission of the Office of Global Programs (OGP) is to facilitate 

global engagement through the infusion of relevant international 

content, activities and knowledge to advance internationalization.  

The OGP coordinates and spearheads activities related to five major 

unit goals in support of the university's mission. For more informa-

tion, visit www.alcorn.edu.  

  

OGP Staff  
 

Dr. Dovi Alipoe - Director 

Zandra Lowe - Data Manager 

Peggi Wolfe - Global Programs Specialist/Global Classroom 

Jeffrey Johnson - Translator and ESL Instructor 

 

Check out our website for additional information on services, schol-

arships, newsletters, pictures and opportunities to study abroad. 

Multicultural and International Affairs Building 
1000 ASU Drive #1134 
Lorman, MS 39096 
Phone: 601•877•6533 
FAX:  601•877•4189 

We’re on the Web! 
http://www.alcorn.edu/offices/global/default.aspx?id=233 

globalprograms@alcorn.edu 

Offering the world at your doorstep! 

Office of Global Programs 

World Current Events Question 

In October 2013, New South Wales in Australia experienced devastating  

    ?     that have destroyed over 200 homes and killed at least two people? 

□ Earthquakes 

□ Floods 

□ Wildfires 

□ Volcanic eruptions 
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Correct Answer: Wildfires 

Coming in Spring 2014 

New UN Model Student Club 

Alcorn is accepting invitations from 
students for a new club focusing on 
providing a diverse, multinational and  
multicultural setting for learning and 
understanding the process of develop-
ing and implementing foreign policy 
addressing global issues. 


