
Chinese SLI students, 
Vanessa Huston and Antoin-
ette Tolliver, receive their 
Certificates of Completion  
from their teacher, Mrs. 
Konecky. 

Russian SLI teacher, Mrs. 
Dobrynina, and students 
sing a Russian song at 
the SLI luncheon. 
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dents’ hearts and to pro-
mote academic achieve-
ment”.   Hanaa Al Sawafi  
is from the city of Ibri  in 
Oman.  Hanaa is the Ara-
bic FLI teacher. Hanaa 
graduated from the Ibri 
College of Applied Sci-
ences in Oman with a 
bachelor’s degree in Eng-
lish language and litera-
ture  specia l izat ion.  
Hanaa is interested in 
graphic and digital edit-
ing and design, and she 
likes to travel and play 
volleyball.  She is not only 
excited about teaching 
Arabic, but also about 
sharing ideas, opinions 
and experiences with the 
students at Alcorn. 
 Please extend a warm 
Alcorn welcome to Zoe 
and Hanaa. 
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Join us for  
The International  

Coffee Hour  
in the 

Office of Global  
Programs (OGP)

Conference Room 
each Friday from 
1:00pm to 2:00pm 

 
Come join your class-
mates in conversation 

and international 
cookies and snacks 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Hongli “Zoe” Wen (top) and 
Hanaa Al Sawafi (bottom), our 
2012-2013 Chinese and Arabic 
Fulbright Foreign Language 
Teaching Assistants, respec-
tively.  
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 The Office of Global 
Programs (OGP) is very 
pleased to announce that 
we will once again have 
Fulbright FLTAs teaching 
Arabic and Chinese for 
the Foreign Language In-
stitutes (FLI) for the 2012-
2013 academic year. 
 Hongli Wen (Zoe) is 
from Urumqi,  China.  Zoe 
will be the Chinese FLI 
teacher. She has a BA in 
English Education from 
Shihezi University and an 
MA in English Language 
and Literature from the 
China University of Petro-
leum.  She is interested in 
sports, particularly in 
running and has ran in 
campus marathons.  Her 
career goals are to 
“enhance her teaching 
efficiency, educate stu-

 The Chinese and Rus-
sian Summer Language 
Institutes (SLI) for 2012 
hosted a multicultural 
celebratory luncheon on 
July 16. The SLI students 
and family and members 
of Office of Global Pro-
grams and Media Rela-
tions enjoyed a variety of 
Chinese and Russian 
dishes so graciously and 
deliciously prepared by the 
SLI instructors, Mrs. 
Deren Konecky and Mrs. 
Ludmilla Dobrynina, re-
spectively.  Each of the SLI 
students gave a perform-
ance, either a song, story 
or a recitation in the lan-
guage they took.  After the 
performances, everyone 

 On July 27, Certifi-
cates of Completion were 
handed out to the stu-
dents who successfully 
completed the 2012 Chi-
nese and Russian Sum-

mer Language Institutes.   
 This was the 5th summer 
that the Chinese and Rus-
sian SLIs have been offered 
at Alcorn and we are look-
ing forward to another suc-
cessful Chinese and Rus-
sian SLI in 2013.   

feasted on very tasty Rus-
sian and Chinese cui-
sines.  

2012 Chinese and Russian SLIs celebrate knowledge 2012 Chinese and Russian SLIs celebrate knowledge 2012 Chinese and Russian SLIs celebrate knowledge 
and culture and culture and culture    
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 Alcorn was recently host to a 
visitor from the Ubon Ratchathani 
province of Thailand, Ms. Somparn 
Kuendee.  Ms. Kuendee was here 
under the auspices of the U.S. 
Dept. of State International Leader-
ship Program whose objectives in-
clude: 
 To be exposed to civil society or-

ganizations in the U.S., particu-
larly those organizations that 
work at the grassroots level on 
environmental issues; 

 To demonstrate ways in which 
non-governmental organizations 
work with the government to ad-
vocate/achieve goals at the 
grassroots level; 

 To show how the U.S. has 
worked with local people to solve 

issues related to the damming of 
rivers, with an emphasis on the 
effects on rural people; and 

 To show how activists groups are 
able to work successfully in the 
U.S. with disadvantaged people, 
empowering them to have an im-
pact on society. 

 Ms. Kuendee rose to prominence 
while advocating for villagers affected 
by the damming of a portion of the 
Moon River in Ubon Ratchathani 
more than 10 years ago.  Her advo-
cacy resulted in the Thai government 
agreeing to open several of the sluice 
gates of the Pak Moon Dam, allowing 
people along the river in Ubon 
Ratchathani to resume fishing. 
 Ms. Kuendee met with members of 
the Ag Extension Department and 
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 The mission of the Office of Global 
Programs (OGP) is to facilitate 
global engagement through the in-
fusion of relevant international con-
tent, activities and knowledge to 
advance internationalization.  OGP 
coordinates and spearheads activi-
ties related to  five major unit goals 
in support of the university's mis-
sion. For more information visit 
www.alcorn.edu.  
 Check out our website for addi-
tional information on services, 
scholarships, study abroad and pic-
tures. 
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Cuadra, professor of Animal Sci-
ence and his wife, Zulma Cuadra, 
secretary at the Alcorn Experiment 
Station. 
 The conference was held by Co-
misión Nacional Ganadera de Nica-
ragua (The National Livestock 
Commission of Nicaragua) and 
UNA.  Seventeen countries were 
represented at the conference.  Dr. 
Alipoe gave a talk on “Trends and 
Development in the Livestock In-
dustry - Implications for Interna-
tional Trade”, and Dr. Cuadra gave 
a talk on his embryo transfer re-
search in beef cattle.   

 In July 2012, a contingent of 
Alcorn Agriculture professors trav-
eled to Nicaragua as part of a coop-
erative agreement between Alcorn 
and Universidad Nacional Agraria 
(UNA) in Managua.  They were at-
tending a conference called 
"Broadening Forum for Livestock 
Development in Nicaragua".  The 
Alcornites who attended the meeting 
were Dr. Barry Bequette, dean of 
AREAS, Dr. Dovi Alipoe, interim 
chair of Agriculture and director of 
the Office of Global Programs, Dr. 
Donzell Lee, dean of the School of 
Graduate Studies, Dr. Evelin 

Left to right: Mrs. Z. Quadra; Dr. E. 
Cuadra; Dr. A. Jilek from Univ of Wis-
consin, Moisés Omar Halleslevens 
Acevedo, V-P of Nicaragua, Dr. Tele-
maco Talavera Siles, Pres of UNA, Dr. 
B. Bequette, dean of AREAS and Dr. 
D. Alipoe, interim chair of Ag and di-
rector Office of Global Programs. 
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Correct Answer: Egypt and Yemen 
toured various Extension facilities, 
such as the Alcorn Ag Extension 
Experiment Station, the Small Farm 
Development Center and the Swine 
Development Center.  

Left to right: Dr. G. Pannicker, Sarah 
Williams, Dr. M. Dagher, Somparn 
Kuendee, translator, and Dr. D. Ali-
poe. 

 
World Current Event Question 

 

 

The U.S. embassies in __________ 
and ___________ were attacked in 
protest over a film which demonstra-
tors feel insults Islam. 
 

□ India and China 

□ Syria and Tunisia 

□ Spain and England 

□ Egypt and Yemen 
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