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Welcome to the Department of Fine Arts!

Housed in the Joyce J. Bolden Fine Arts Building, the Alcorn State University Department of
Fine Arts, accredited by the National Association of Schools of Music (NASM), offers classes in
Art, Humanities, Speech, Theater, and Music. The department is also home to the ASU Concert
Choir, Marching Band, Jazz Ensemble, Brass, Woodwind, String, Men’s Chorale, Chamber
Singers, Women Chorale and Percussion Ensembles. The department includes award winning
faculty and staff. We offer professional degree programs in the following areas: Music Education
Vocal, Music Education Instrumental, Music Performance Vocal, Music Performance
Instrumental and the Bachelor of Arts in (General) music. Not a Music major, you can enjoy the
Arts through various programs sponsored in part by the ASU Fine Arts Department.

Presser Scholar

The Department of Fine Arts presents the Presser Undergraduate Scholar Award to a qualifying
student every year. This prestigious award, established by The Presser Foundation celebrates
music majors, in their final year of undergraduate study, who have achieved a high level

of musical and academic excellence, demonstrated leadership and service, and contributed to an
inclusive community. Congratulations! to our 2023 and 2024 Presser Scholars.

2023 2024

My name is Aavriel Smith. [ am a senior Kameron Buckhaulter has performed with
music education major at Alcorn State the ASU Jazz Ensemble, Wind Ensemble,
University. | have had the honor of being Steel and Percussion Ensemble. He has been
selected as the recipient of the Presser inducted into the Pi Kappa Lambda National
Undergraduate Scholar Award which is Music Honor Society and has completed his
geared toward students majoring in music. senior percussion recital here at ASU. He
This award has allowed me to fulfill has served as a member of the ASU Sounds

several needs in pursuit of my Bachelors in of Dyn-O-Mite marching band and a student
Music Education. I thank my educators and conductor with the ASU Percussion
department for the support and opportunities  Ensemble. He has conducted and presented

that have aided in this accomplishment. research on composing music using Music
I am beyond blessed for the opportunities Technology for the ASU Seminar Class and
provided by this award and honored that I has maintained Dean’s List status

have been selected as a 2024 Presser Scholar. throughout his collegiate career.


https://nasm.arts-accredit.org/

Meet The Department of Fine Arts Team

Faculty Staff

Dr. Alona Alexander, Assistant Professor Mrs. LaTonya Sasu, Administrative Assistant

Choir Director/Music Education Coordinator ljsasu@alcorn.edu
alonata@alcorn.edu

Ui.a Mr Johnny Allen, Assistant Professor Ms. Jacinta Turner, Music Librarian/Equipment Manager
' Speech and Theatre jacinta@alcorn.edu

jallen@alcorn.edu

Mr. Byron Chatman, Instructor of Music/Assistant Band Director Adj unct

Director of Low Brass

bchatman@alcorn.edu Dr. Charles Brooks III, Instructor of Speech & Theatre
Q cdbrooks@alcorn.edu
L

Dr. Sean Daniels, Chair/Associate Professor
Percussion/Instrumental Coordinator Dr. Deitra Davis, Instructor of Art
sedaniels@alcorn.edu drdavis@alcorn.edu

Dr. Alessandro Fadini, Assistant Professor of Music Technology Dr. Leslie Patterson, Instructor of Woodwinds
afadini@alcorn.edu laholmes@alcorn.edu

Mr. Tony Gordon, Assistant Professor/University Organist
Piano
tgordon@alcorn.edu

Dr. Bianca Jackson, Associate Professor
Vocal Area Coordinator
bkjackson@alcorn.edu

Dr. Byron Johnson, Associate Professor
Voice
bgjohnson@alcorn.edu

Dr. Everson Martin, Assistant Professor/Director of Bands
Saxophone
ecmartin@alcorn.edu

Dr. Oscar Martinez, Assistant Professor
Strings
omartinez@alcorn,edu

Dr. Renardo Murray, Associate Professor/Associate Dean of College of Arts & Sciences
Music Education
rmurray@alcorn.edu

Dr. Ryan Stransky, Assistant Professor
Brass Coordinator

rstransky@alcorn.edu



mailto:ljsasu@alcorn.edu
mailto:alonata@alcorn.edu
mailto:jacinta@alcorn.edu
mailto:jallen@alcorn.edu
mailto:bchatman@alcorn.edu
mailto:cdbrooks@alcorn.edu
mailto:sedaniels@alcorn.edu
mailto:drdavis@alcorn.edu
mailto:afadini@alcorn.edu
mailto:laholmes@alcorn.edu
mailto:tgordon@alcorn.edu
mailto:bkjackson@alcorn.edu
mailto:bgjohnson@alcorn.edu
mailto:ecmartin@alcorn.edu
mailto:rmurray@alcorn.edu
mailto:rstransky@alcorn.edu

Fine Arts Spring 2025
Calendar of Events

January 28, 2025, Tuesday, 6pm
Pi Kappa Lambda Student Music Honors Recital

February 4, 2025, Tuesday, 6pm
Faculty Black Composers Recital

February 13, 2025, Thursday, 1pm
Concert Choir Black History Spirituals Concert

February 25, 2025, Tuesday, 9am — 3pm
Choral Festival

March 7, 2025, Friday
Concert Band Pre-Festival

March 22, 2025, Saturday, 9am
Fine Arts Department Music Scholarship Audition Day

March 25, 2025, Tuesday, 6pm
Student Chamber Music Concert

April 8, 2025, Tuesday, 6pm
Wind Ensemble Spring Concert

April 15, 2025, Tuesday, 6pm
Concert Choir Spring Concert
Oakland Memorial Chapel

April 24 & 26, 2025
Alcorn State University 43rd Jazz Festival

April 24, 2025, Thursday
Fine Arts Little Theater, Lorman, MS
April 26, 2025, Saturday
Convention Center, Vicksburg, MS

April 29, 2025, Tuesday, 6pm
ASU Steel and Percussion Ensemble

All Spring Events are presented in the Fine Arts Little Theater unless otherwise noted.



Art

The program offered by the art area is unique in that instead of concentrating on students with a
special talent for art, it focuses on the general education of all students to expand their range of
ideas and to enhance their understanding of mankind, to increase vocabulary by writing and
speaking about art, and to introduce students to drawing and design as a means of
communication. Students may take a range of introductory level courses either as electives or to
supplement their major fields.

Speech and Theatre
The speech and theatre area offers services for students interested in speech and theatre either as
an enhancement of their academic program or as a means of enriching their leisure time activity.
Speech aids students in improving communication skills, expressing thoughts more clearly, and
gaining confidence in front of audiences. Its purpose is to try to help students clarify ideas and to
express them orally. The theatre program provides students with both practical experience in the
production of plays, and historical and critical insight into the theatre as a medium of
communication of ideas and emotion.

Degree Programs

Bachelor of Music (Instrumental, Vocal and Piano Performance)

The Bachelor of Music track in Instrumental Performance serves students who exhibit a
strong commitment to advanced music training to achieve an advanced level of performance
practice on their chosen applied instrument. The degree is appropriate for students who seek
professional career success as solo performers, orchestral musicians, church musicians, studio
teachers and various ensemble performers. Students may also pursue this degree as
undergraduate training for preparation entrance into graduate school or teaching music in
Higher Education.

Bachelor of Music (Vocal Performance)

The Bachelor of Music degree in Vocal performance provides an opportunity for those
students who choose to lead a professional career in singing. The student must have a strong
commitment to the highest quality of musicianship.

Bachelor of Music (Piano Performance)

The Bachelor of Music track in Piano Performance serves students who exhibit a strong
commitment to advanced music training to achieve an advanced level of performance practice
on their chosen instrument. The degree is appropriate for students who seek professional
career success as solo performers, orchestral musicians, church musicians, studio teachers and
various ensemble performers. Students may also pursue this degree as undergraduate training
for preparation entrance into graduate school or teaching music in Higher Education.

Bachelor of Music with Teacher Certification

The Bachelor of Music degree, Instrumental, Choral or Piano, with Teacher Certification
serves to prepare students who want to pursue careers in music education and certification by
the Mississippi Board of Education.



General Degree Program

Bachelor of Arts in Music

The Bachelor of Arts in (general) Music is intended to serve those students who wish to pursue
a music background without the desire to achieve a professional music degree in music
performance or education.

Click this link: https://www.alcorn.edu/academics/schools-and-departments/college-of-arts-and-
sciences/fine-arts/fine-arts-degree-proerams/ for additional information.



https://www.alcorn.edu/academics/schools-and-departments/college-of-arts-and-sciences/fine-arts/fine-arts-degree-programs/
https://www.alcorn.edu/academics/schools-and-departments/college-of-arts-and-sciences/fine-arts/fine-arts-degree-programs/




Festivals

ASU Jazz Festival

For over four decades the Department of Fine Arts at Alcorn State University has sponsored what
has become Mississippi's longest-running and most prestigious jazz festival. The day-long
festival features performances by some of the most outstanding professional jazz musicians and
university, college and secondary school jazz ensembles from throughout the United States.
Highlights of the festival are the afternoon workshops and evening concerts by some of the

world's greatest jazz artists.

FEBRUARY 25, 2025

9:00AM - 3:00PM

FEE $25 PER CHOIR 3

WHERE JOYCE E. BOLDEN FINE
ARTS BLDG

**LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED FOR PARTICIPATING CHOIRS™
=/

% 43" ASU Jazz Festival
April 24 & 26, 2025

Thursday, April 24,

Fine Arts Little Theater
Lorman, MS

ASU Concert Band Pre-Festival

ALCORN STATE UNIVERITY

SOUNDS OF DYN-0-MITE BAND PROGRAM
prewni. ¢
THE INAUGURAL

FRIDAY

3
MARCH 7,2025 e
JOYCE BOLDEN FINE ARTS Bl
ALCORN STATE UNIVERSITY

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

DR. EVERSON MARTIN - ECMARTIN@ALCORN. EDUNS s &
MR. BRIAN STERLING - BSTERLING@SOUNDSOFDYNOMITEICON **

‘
WWW.SOUNDSOFBYND
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Auditions and Entrance Examinations

Scan QR Code for audition registration

Auditions
Every student enrolled as a full-time degree
candidate must study a major instrument, e.g.
piano, voice, trumpet, and saxophone.
Students desiring to be considered for a
scholarship must perform an audition before
an award is granted. Students desiring the
music performance major must audition on the
chosen instrument before being accepted into
the program. Students enrolled as music
education majors who wish to change to music
performance must audition prior to being
admitted to the performance program and prior
to the beginning of the junior year. It should
be noted that there are differences in the
applied music sequences between the music
performance and music education curriculums.
Consult the current University catalog for
specific information.

Audition Requirements for Scholarships open to all majors

Instrumental, Vocal and String Auditions

Prepare 2-4 minutes of music to play at the audition. Choose repertoire that demonstrates your
technical ability and musical skills. Do not select music that is too difficult for you, or that you
have not thoroughly prepared. Students will be asked to sight-read a short music passage.

Trumpet, Horn: All major Scales
Chromatic Scale

Technical Etude

Lyrical Etude

Trombone, Euphonium, Tuba: All Major Scales
Chromatic Scale

Sight-Reading

Prepared Solo or Etude

Piano: All Major Scales Both Hands
Solo or Etude Preferably from the Classical or Romantic repertoire

Percussion: All major scales
Solo or Etude on at least two different instruments:



Snare Drum, Timpani, Mallets and or Drum Set
40 International Rudiments

Strings: Violin, viola, cello

Two pieces of contrasting character. At least one of the pieces should be played from memory.
Pieces chosen should demonstrate the applicant’s ability in phrasing, sustained playing, and
technical facility, including varied bow strokes and tempi.

Any 3 octaves Major scale chosen by the applicant, played in quarter notes, slurred 3 or 4 per
bow.

Tempo should be quarter note = §0.

Classical Bass

One movement from the standard solo repertoire

One etude selected by the applicant

One three-octave major scale with arpeggio

Woodwinds: All major scales
Solo or Etude
Sight Reading

Voice: Demonstrate the ability to match pitches
Solo or Etude
Classical Art Song preferred

Placement Examinations

Entrance examinations are required for the purpose of placement in music theory and piano
class. Entrance examinations are administered during the first week of class in the fall and at the
beginning of the spring semester.



Ensembles

Vocal Ensembles

Concert Choir - open to all students by audition
Men’s Chorale - open to all male students by audition
Women’s Chorale - open to all female students by audition

Instrumental Ensembles

Wind Ensemble and Concert Band - open to all students by audition. It is required of
instrumental music majors. Students on band scholarships are required to register for either the
concert band or the wind ensemble in the spring semester.

Jazz Ensemble - open to all students subject to the approval of the director.

Marching Band - open to all university students. Placement is determined by audition results
and needs of the ensemble. Instrumental majors are required to perform in this organization.
Students on band scholarships are required to register for the marching band during the fall
semester.

Chamber Ensembles - open to students on a selective basis:
Percussion Ensemble

Saxophone Ensemble

String Ensemble

Trumpet Ensemble

Brass Quintet

Low Brass Ensemble







Music Organizations

THE SOCIETY OF

Pi Kappa Lambda

&)

2

[
Lambda Theta Chapter

The Society of Pi Kappa Lambda is an organization dedicated to the furtherance of music in
education and education in music in colleges, universities, and other institutions of higher
learning, which offer music degree programs in one or more fields. The Society’s main objective
is to honor and recognize musicians and music educators who have achieved the highest level of
musical achievement and academic scholarship through serious, diligent, and intelligent study.
The Lambda Theta Chapter of The Society of Pi Kappa Lambda was installed on April 3, 2023.

mm National Association
EE o Music Education

National Association for Music Education (NAfME) is a collaborative community that supports
music educators and advocates for equitable access to music education. With more than 57,000
members teaching millions of students, NAfME advances the music education profession and
promotes lifelong experiences in music.

Kappa Kappa Psi
lota Beta Chapter

Kappa Kappa Psi is a diverse fraternity dedicated to advancing college and university bands for
the benefit of its members and society through: Meaningful musical experiences and enrichment,
transformational leadership development, purposeful service to bands and support to band
members, lifelong fellowship and community. Kappa Kappa Psi empowers and influences the
vibrant and diverse college band movement through purposeful programming, unified
messaging, and excellence in service and operations. The lota Beta Chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi
was installed at Alcorn State University on February 4, 1989.

w7.: Tau Beta Sigma National Honorary Band Sorority Incorporated
Theta Gamma Chapter
Tau Beta Sigma is a highly respected music organization that creates an equitable and inclusive

environment where all band members grow through leadership, musicianship and service. The
Theta Gamma Chapter (#195) was installed at Alcorn State University on February 4, 1989.


https://www.kkpsi.org/
https://www.kkpsi.org/about/who-is-kappa-kappa-psi/
https://centennial.kkpsi.org/archives/timeline/iota-beta-chapter-installed-at-alcorn-state-university
https://www.pikappalambda.org/
https://nafme.org/

ASU Summer Music Camp

June 2-5, 2025
Joyce J. Bolden Fine Arts Building

The Alcorn State University Summer Music Camp will introduce students, ages 11 — 17,to a
variety of music including choral, instrumental, classical, jazz, and world music. This four-day
camp meets daily from June 2 — June 5 from 9:30 am to 4:00 pm. Late pick-up ends at 4:30 pm
(see schedule). Camp fees are $100 before June 2; and $200 dollars after June 2. Lunch and
snacks are provided daily at no additional cost.

Summer Music Camp Schedule

PLEASE MAKE ALL FEES OUT TO ALCORN STATE UNIVERSITY FINE ARTS SUMMER
MUSIC CAMP. POSTAL MONEY ORDERS ONLY (NO CHECKS AND NO CASH). BRING
FEES TO FINE ARTS BUILDING RM 101 OR MAIL TO:

DR. SEAN DANIELS, CHAIR
FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT
1000 ASU DR #29

LORMAN, MS 39096

Daily Schedule

Monday — June 2, 2025

9:30 am Registration Fine Arts Building Room 201

10:00 am Welcome and Overview Fine Arts Room 205 (Parents and Students)
10:30 am Music Fundamentals

11:30 am Lunch Time — Bristow Dining Hall

1:00 pm Classical Music

2:00 pm Percussion Master Class

3:00 pm Choral Music

4:00 pm Pick Up

4:30 pm Late Pick Up fee $15

Tuesday — June 3, 2025
9:30 am Drop Off - Fine Arts Building

10:00 am Music Fundamentals
11:00 am Percussion Class
12 noon Lunch

1:00 pm Music Fundamentals



2:00 pm Jazz Music

3:00 pm Choral Music

4:00 pm Pick Up

4:30 pm Late Pick Up fee $15

Wednesday — June 4, 2025

9:30 am Drop Off - Fine Arts Building
10:00 am Music Fundamentals Elements
11:00 am Guest Artist

12 noon Lunch

1:00 pm String Master Class

2:00 pm Music Presentation Rehearsal
4:00 pm Pick Up

4:30 pm Late Pick Up fee $15

Thursday — June 5, 2025

9:30 am Drop Off - Fine Arts Building
10:00 am Music Presentation Rehearsal

12 noon Lunch

1:00 pm Woodwinds Class

2:00 pm Music Presentation Rehearsal
4:00 pm Music Presentation Performance
4:30 pm End of Camp

5:00 pm Pick Up

Contact Information:

Mrs. LaTonya Sasu, Administrative Assistant
601-877-6261

Ms. Jacinta Turner, Music Librarian
601-877-626



Facilities

Little Theater Stage

Piano Lab
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Music Technology Lab

Musicbary
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ALCORN SOUNDS OF DYN-O-MITE ¢
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Be a part of history and help
our students experience a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
at the Macy's Thanksgiving Day
Parade. Support Alcorn's Sounds
of Dyn-O-mite marching band
as it marches to New York City.

| want to donate!
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